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Midlands Students Honored for
Excellence in Career Readiness

The Midlands region of South Carolina is home to some of the
state’s brightest students. Those in the nine school districts
partnered with MEBA consistently demonstrate strong aptitude in
career readiness and work-based learning. Each year, MEBA
honors exceptional students with the Midlands Technology
Champion and Work-Based Learning Student of the Year awards.

The 2025 recipients are Avery Smith and Shaniah Arrington, both
seniors at the Center for Advanced Technical Studies (CATS) in
Lexington-Richland Five.

Smith, named Midlands Technology Champion, is pursuing Law
Enforcement Services under Mr. Joe Chapman and plans to study
Forensic Psychology at Western Carolina University. She
completed an internship with the Lexington County Sheriff's
Department, coordinated by Sgt. Daniel Rusinyak.

Arrington, the Work-Based Learning Student of the Year, is
enrolled in the Fire and Rescue Program with Captain Michael
Greer. She aims to become a firefighter after earning a Business
degree from Clemson University. Her internship with the Irmo Fire
Department earned her two Firefighter Certifications.

Smith and Arrington received their awards from MEBA’s Mrs. Lisa
Call, Superintendent Dr. Akil E. Ross, Sgt. Rusinyak, Assistant
Director Mr. Roy Frick, and Mr. Chapman. Congratulations to these
outstanding students!



MEBA Director Wins
SC Regional Career
Specialist of the Year
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NEW WEBSITE!
Vocations on Vacation

Summer vacation is a perfect MEBA

time for students to get an up

close look at careers they .
encounter during the break. Vocations
Before the school year begins,

we encourage business

leaders and professionals to

il take a few minutesto
M complete an online written

interview about your job to be
posted on the new “Vocations
on Vacations” website as a
blog. The goal is to help students learn while lounging, and
further explore previously overlooked or unknown career
opportunities.
Click on the image above to complete the interview form.
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